
NUMBER  OF  KEYS ACTION

T ERMS

KNOW YOUR

KEYBOARDThese features and terms will help you 
better understand the different keyboard 
models on the market and their benefits. 
This will help you make a decision as to 
which features are the most suited to your 
piano playing needs. 

Keyboards are available with various numbers of keys, 
ranging from 25 on small MIDI controllers up to 88 (full- 
sized like the acoustic piano). 
Considerations when deciding on the number of keys: 
space restrictions and the genre of music you'll play - 
Classical? full-length is recommended. Pop? You will easily 
get away with less than full-length.

You will come across various terms relating to the response 
of the keybed. Weighted, semi-weighted, synth, and 
hammer action each offer a different feel. Weighted and 
semi-weighted actions have a response similar to a 
traditional piano. Hammer action adds actual mechanical 
hammers to enhance this response even more. If you're 
accustomed to a piano, you'll want a keybed that has these 
types of action. 

Synth action is more like an organ; there is no resistance 
and the keys can be played very quickly. If you play a lot of 
fast lead passages, this would be more suitable.

TOUCH  OR  VELOCITY  SENSIT IV ITY

The ability of a keyboard to sense the force or speed with 
which a key is pressed and create a sound or send a MIDI 
message accordingly resulting in dynamic range.

POLYPHONY

The number of sounds a keyboard can generate at one time. 
Keyboards with extensive polyphonic capabilities and 
sufficient instrument voices can mimic an entire orchestra.

MULTIT IMBRALITY

The ability of a keyboard to play different sounds at once (i.e., 
flute, drums, strings, piano). Multitimbrality should not be 
confused with polyphony.

MIDI  COMPATIB IL ITY

MIDI (Musical Instrument Digital Interface) is a digital 
language that tells a hardware or software instrument what 
notes to play and with what velocity. MIDI compatibility 
enables a keyboard to send and receive MIDI information 
whether it be to other MIDI compatible instruments or 
computer software and can be used to record audio 
information that can be edited within an audio program.

COMPUTER  CONNECTIV ITY

Keyboards can connect to a computer in a variety of ways: 
USB, FireWire, MIDI, S/PDIF, mLAN, and other types of 
interfaces, either external or built into a keyboard, are ways 
for computers and keyboards to communicate. Most digital 
keyboards include a USB and/or MIDI host port for easy 
connectivity. Many keyboards also offer iOS capabilities that 
give you access to a world of performance, practice and 
recording apps as well as cloud-based storage and musical 
collaborations using your tablet or smartphone.

INPUT  /  OUTPUT

The input and output section of a keyboard is something 
you'll want to consider before buying. If you plan to use your 
keyboard as a digital audio workstation, having audio ins/outs 
can save you from having to purchase a separate interface. 
Audio outputs that connect to external amplifiers, mixers, and 
speakers are a must if you plan to play live (through a PA 
system) with your keyboard.

CONTROLLERS

The amount of control a keyboard offers depends greatly on 
what you'll be doing with it. For synths, you'll at least want 
pitch and modulation wheels, possibly knobs and sliders once 
you really get into it.

STORAGE

Most offer external storage options including flash drives and 
SmartMedia card slots. With USB connectivity, you can easily 
transfer data between your computer and other USB- 
enabled devices as well as store files in the cloud.
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